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Now please do the following exercises to practice passive voice.
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Passive or Act

e?

L.Thatdoor __(paint) yesterday.

2. Michelangelo ___ (paint) the Sistine Chapel,

3. Michael Schumacher (drive) for Ferrari,

4. In the UK, everyone _ (drive) on the left.

5. Tnter-city trains (usually/drive) by men.

6. The 'La Stampa’ newspaper (read) by two million people in Italy.
7.Mycar___ (steal)! Call the police!!!!

8. The thieves (steal) the gold last week.

9. The Queen (open) the bridge tomorrow.

10. The bridge (destroy) by the storm last night.
111 (learn)Japanese when I was in Tokyo.

2.8 (teach) by an old Japanese man.

13. This letter _ __ (should/type), not handwritten!

14. The new secretary. (type) at 100 wpm.

Read the news report and choose the correct verb form.

lions o dollsrs: worth of damage ha been caused By  sorm i (1) st/ st acrss th north
< the Unte Seaes las: nght,The Rer Rener (2) ursi/uas bttt banks atr heavy ain. Hany people

yeescusdareceseuefom e oods by - fters, ho () cssvedlecs cecebed hunrds of calis
o elpWin spseds (5) paache e sache ey s a0 hor n some iaces. Roads (6 bloksaueze
ke by fllen o, and ety s (7) biaui/nace Braushk dou, e2ing thausands of omes

Everything possible (8) i doln/is beina dong to get things back to normal'a spokesman

without electricity

(9) sald/vas sald.
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Forming the passive voice

* The passive voice in English is composed of two elements
the appropriate form of the verb 'to be’ + past participle (3rd column of
the verb). The stress is on the action itself, not on the doer of the action.

« Examples

+ Active: Children have eaten all the pancakes.

Passive: Al the pancakes have been eaten by children
+ Active: Hooligans broke the window yesterday.

Passive: The window was broken yesterday by hooligans.
+ Active: We wil finish the classin 10 minutes.

Passive: The class willbe finished in 10 minutes.

+ Active: Construction workers are buildinga traffic irce.
Passive: Atraffic circleis being buit by construction workers.

A5 you can notice, the verb to be in the passive sentence is in the tense of an

active sentence.
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* Functions of the passive voice

The passive voice is used to show interest in the
person or object that experiences an action
rather than the person or object that performs
the action. In other words, the most important
thing or person becomes the subject of the
sentence.
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Examples

The passive voice is used frequently. (= we are
interested in the passive voice, not in who
uses it.)

The house was built in 1654. (= we are
interested in the house, not in who built it.)
The road is being repaired. (= we are
interested in the road, not in the people who
are doing the repairs.)
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If we want to say who or what performs the action
while using the passive voice, we use the preposition

by.

Passive

A Hard Day sNight” was writtenby the
Beatles.

The movieET was directed by Spiciberz.

This housewas builtby my father.

Active.

The Beatieswrote "A Hard Day sNght".

Spiebergdirected the movieET.

My father buift this house.




